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For Immediate Release
Date: December 1, 2017
Contact: Susan McManus, President, Champions For Learning (239) 643-4755
Champions For Learning To Name Suncoast Credit Union Scholars In 2018
[bookmark: _GoBack](December 1, 2017—Naples, FL) The Suncoast Credit Union is partnering with Champions For Learning to offer five (5) $2,000 scholarship awards to high school graduates in the Class of 2018.  Class of 2018 high school graduates in Suncoast Credit Union’s 21-county service territory have the opportunity to apply for financial support to continue their education, thanks to a $116,000 investment in scholarships by the Tampa-based credit union’s Foundation.
Applications are now open and are available. Click here to download the application or visit https://championsforlearning.org/apply/. 
All applications must be received by 5pm on January 12, 2018 at the Champions For Learning office, 3606 Enterprise Avenue #150, Naples, FL  34104.
To be eligible for the Suncoast Credit Union Scholars scholarship:
· Applicants must be a current high school, college bound senior, who is currently attending a public or private high school or being home schooled in Collier County. 
· Scholarship recipients must enroll in an accredited Florida 4-year college/university, 2-year college or technical school and begin classes in the 2018-19 academic year. (Collier County students only – Scholarship recipients must enroll as full-time student during the term that the scholarship is awarded).
· Must have an overall unweighted grade point average (GPA) of 2.5 or higher on a 4 point scale. 
· Must have completed the 2018-19 Free Application For Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and qualify to receive a Federal Pell Grant (projected expected family contribution (EFC) between 0 and 5328) to demonstrate financial need. 
· Applicants must be a U.S. citizen, U.S. permanent resident, or an eligible non-citizen. 
· Applicants may NOT be Directors, employees, or family members of Directors or employees of Suncoast Credit Union, Members Title Company, Members Insurance Services, Members Trust Company or Suncoast Realty Solutions LLC. 
· Applicants are required to submit one 500 word or less essay that answers the following two questions. The essay must be typed using 12-point font and single spaced. 
· What are your aspirations for your education? 
· When you look back on your life in thirty years, what would it take for you to consider this successful? 
This year’s Suncoast Credit Union Scholars program represents a continued philosophy of the foundation to support education initiatives and the well-being and potential of children.  Since its inception in 1990, the Foundation has contributed more than $19 million including more than 600 student scholarships valued at nearly $1 million.  
“We believe the best way we can build better communities is by investing in education and health-related initiatives for children,” said Cindy Helton, Executive Director of the Suncoast Credit Union Foundation.  “Through the Suncoast Credit Union Scholars program, we have the opportunity to invest in individual human potential, which is particularly rewarding.”  
About the Consortium of Florida Education Foundations (CFEF):
The CFEF is the membership organization for Florida’s school district-wide local education foundations. Established in 1987, the CFEF seeks to advance student achievement in Florida by increasing private sector investment and involvement in public education.  The CFEF now has 64 member foundations with 1,100 business and community leaders serving as volunteer board members.  Collectively, they raise more than $63 million annually to support students, teachers and schools through a variety of programs. The CFEF has provided nearly $43  million to local education foundations since 2001 through various private- and public-sector partnerships, including the State of Florida School District Education Foundation Matching Grant Program.

About Suncoast Credit Union 
Suncoast Credit Union is the largest credit union in the state of Florida, the ninth largest in the United States based on membership, and the 12th largest in the United States based on its more than $8.6 billion in assets. Chartered in 1934 as Hillsborough County Teachers Credit Union, Suncoast Credit Union currently operates 64 full-service branches and serves more than 730,000 members in the following Florida counties: Charlotte, Citrus, Collier, DeSoto, Dixie, Gilchrist, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough, Lee, Levy, Manatee, Marion, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Sarasota and Sumter. Since its founding in 1990, the Suncoast Credit Union Foundation has raised and donated more than $19 million to organizations and initiatives that support the health, education and emotional well-being of children in the communities that the credit union serves. For more information, visit: suncoastcreditunion.com, Facebook.com/SuncoastCreditUnion or @SuncoastCU.
About Champions For Learning™
Champions For Learning™, the education foundation in Collier County is an independent, community-based, non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization that makes it possible for our community to impact lives by enriching the environment for student learning through educators and directly with students. The organization has been awarded a four star rating for sound fiscal management and commitment to accountability and transparency by Charity Navigator. The Education Foundation of Collier County (Champions For Learning) has been ranked among one of the top 25 education foundations in a national study. Become a Champion for Learning and visit www.ChampionsForLearning.org. 
The Education Foundation of Collier County
www.ChampionsForLearning.org
3606 Enterprise Avenue, Suite 150, Naples, FL  34104 239.643.4755 phone  239.643.4799  fax
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