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This Roundtable session included more than 200 teachers, students, community leaders and business 
members.   

A panel of students, teachers and business people shared with the group their personal and 
professional experiences around internships and work-based learning.  

Then each table had conversations addressing the following questions and here are the summaries: 

1.  What difference does it make for all of us when young people become engaged in the world 
of work? 

Students: 

• Helps them have self-worth and confidence 
• Learn about themselves and their strengths and interests, which makes for a better fit in a 

course of study or job choice in the future 
• Experience how to try things, take risks and learn from it 
• Become aware of the opportunities 
• Apply academic knowledge and makes the academics more relevant 
• Build their foundation skills (deadlines, time management, responsibility, interpersonal skills, 

professionalism, work ethic, etc.) 
• Find new talents they didn’t know they had 

Business/Employers: 

• Supports workforce development by helping next generation understand the different career 
opportunities and path to get there 

• Brings new perspectives into the thinking, which challenges all on the best way to do 
something 

• Sharpens the employer when they are teaching a young person 
• Helps to hire people who already know what they want—decreases turn-over 
• Networking and building the pipeline of new employees 
• The process of giving and receiving feedback strengthens skills for all 

Educators: 

• Helps to ensure that what students are learning is authentic 
• Inspires students to understand how what they learn in school translates in the real world 
• Supports student engagement 
• Outside experience verifies what educators are trying to teach them 
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Overall Community 

• Supports a culture of continuous learning—and learning from one another 
• Supports a culture of innovation when we challenge each others’ thinking 
• Helps us all understand we’re all a part of the quality of life of our community 

 

2.  What do we need to do, as a community, to collaborate for the success of young people? 

• We all need to (in our own roles) seek out and commit to making these experiences happen for 
young people.  For example, businesses should choose and commit to what makes sense for 
them (hosting intern, job shadowing, speaking in classrooms, giving employees time to 
volunteer in schools, etc.).  Educators should commit to working with the community and 
bringing in resources that help students understand the relevance of what they are teaching, 
and we all need to support educators in these efforts. 

• Improve and diversify the economy so that young people see: 
- Higher wage job options that could have some vision of career trajectory 
- Affordable housing and other infrastructure like transportation that will allow them to 

opportunity to grow and raise a family themselves one day 
• Take opportunities to mentor and volunteer with young people—it builds connections and 

supports that culture of learning from one another 
• Leverage the resources and organizations, such as the Chamber, in connecting opportunities 

through Future Ready Collier  

 

 

 

 

 
 


