
Exceptional educators change 
students’ lives every day, but too often they 
lack the recognition, resources, and support 
needed to sustain meaningful learning.

Across Collier County, outstanding teachers go 
unrecognized, diminishing morale and contributing to 
the loss of talented educators from our classrooms. At 
the same time, many teachers personally purchase 
instructional materials to create engaging learning 
experiences, while others simply cannot afford the 
resources their students need. Schools also face 
limited funding to test innovative teaching practices 
that could help more students succeed.

Champions For Learning’s Educator Programs exist to 
address these challenges by investing in the people 
who shape our community’s future. Through Golden 
Apple, Classroom Grants, and Schoolwide Innovation 
Grants, we recognize excellence, equip educators 
with critical classroom resources, and encourage 
innovative teaching that helps students thrive across 
Collier County.

Each year, thousands of students, parents, colleagues, 
and community members submit Thank-A-Teacher 
nominations recognizing educators who have made 
a lasting impact. From these nominations, each 
school selects a Teacher of Distinction who advances 
through a rigorous selection process led by community 
volunteers, culminating in the announcement of six 
Golden Apple recipients.

Recognition alone is 
not enough. Through 
Classroom Grants, 
educators receive funding 
for innovative materials, 
technology, and hands-
on learning experiences 
that provide joy in learning 
and teaching. Schoolwide 
Innovation Grants provide schools with the 
opportunity to pilot creative instructional approaches, 
generating proven solutions that can improve learning 
for students across the district.

The community’s support of our educators culminates 
at The Golden Apple Celebration of Teachers Dinner, 
which brings our community together each spring 
to honor the Teachers of Distinction, Teachers of the 
Year, and Golden Apple recipients during an inspiring 
evening of gratitude and celebration. 

Golden Apple Celebration of Teachers
 SUPPORTING EDUCATOR PROGRAMS

You can support Educator Programs through 
sponsorship of the 2027 Golden Apple 
Celebration of Teachers Event. 		

LEARN MORE >
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2026 Golden Apple Recipients

2026-2027 
EDUCATOR EVENTS

OCTOBER 19, 2026
Teachers of Distinction Kickoff
VINEYARDS COUNTRY CLUB

MARCH 19, 2027
Principal Breakfast
VINEYARDS COUNTRY CLUB

APRIL 9, 2027
Golden Apple 
Celebration of Teachers 
THE NAPLES GRANDE BEACH RESORT



Support Through Sponsorship
With your sponsorship of Champions For Learning’s 
Educator Programs, you invest in the educators who 
inspire students, strengthen classrooms, and create 
brighter futures for our community.

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES Visionary 

$45,000
Catalyst 
$25,000

Advocate 
$10,000

Patron
$5,000

Underwriter
$3,000

Number of tickets to attend the 
Golden Apple Celebration Dinner 16 6 6 4 2

Speaking opportunities
During  

Celebration & 
broadcast

During  
broadcast – – –

Invitations to attend Golden Apple 
prize patrol 2 1 1 – –
Priority seating with an award 
recipient, principal, and their guest – – –
Seating with a teacher of distinction, 
principal, and their guest – –
Invitation to attend Teachers of 
Distinction Kickoff Event 2 2 1 1 1

Recognition during TV Broadcast 
Program

Lead logo 
placement

Prominent logo 
placement

Prominent name 
placement Listing in credits Listing in credits

Recognition on event website and 
marketing materials

Lead logo 
placement

Prominent logo 
placement

Prominent name 
placement Listing Listing

Celebration printed program ad Full page
inside cover Full page Half page Quarter page Listing

Audio-visual display recognition 
during Celebration

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

WYATT BLATT
Director of Special Events
(239) 434.3201
wblatt@championsforlearning.org

AD SUBMISSIONS DUE BY FEB. 26

Full Page: 5.375” x 8.375”
Half Page: 4.5” x 3.5”
Quarter Page: 2” x 3.5”

Champion A Teacher
$1,000

Provides four tickets to a teacher  
of your choice.

Principal Breakfast Sponsor
$3,500

APRIL 9, 2027
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SECURED

VISIONARY SPONSOR


