2021-2022 Best Practices
Golden Apple Teachers of Distinction

Educators Lifting
One Another Up
Making a diﬀerence for students through shared practices

Sharing best practices is integral to the teaching profession for
the success of students. Through the Golden Apple Recognition
Program teachers with engaging and innovative classroom
strategies are provided the opportunity to share them with
the community and with each other, knowing that is part of
the learning and refining process.
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COLLABORATION, COMPETITION & CULTURE
Positive learning environments come in all shapes and sizes! These teachers are using the
best forms of collaboration and competition to increase student achievement and are fostering
classroom cultures whose benefits extend far beyond the school walls.
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Aishia N. Buford

Lynn DeLong    

Gulf Coast Charter Academy South
Kindergarten

Osceola Elementary
3rd Grade    

Seeing students come to school with unhappy-looking faces,
and learning about the causes, compelled Ms. Buford to build
GEOGRAPHY
QUIZ
KNOWLEDGE
a culture of understanding in her classroom. Acknowledging
the students with a morning greeting, giving students a
big hug, or asking how they are doing allows students to
feel comfortable enough to share what concerns them. By
implementing the practice of social-emotional well-being
check-ins, Ms. Buford has seen an increase in attendance,
student positivity, and classroom participation.

When students see themselves as part of a community of
learners engaged in success, they feel empowered to take
risks and support each other. Collaborative and respectful
learning is the norm in Ms. DeLong’s classroom. No matter
the task for the day, students will engage with the content
and each other; encourage one another during whole class
and small group activities; and be empowered to reach their
full potential.

Love, Light, and Learning
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Courtney Cassidy         
Golden Gate High
9th & 10th Grade English

Creating a Classroom Community of Kindness

By establishing positive relationships, providing support,
creating comfortable routines and procedures, fostering
resilience, sharing excitement, and holding high
expectations for all, Ms. Cassidy has created a classroom
community of kindness. Whether in the classroom with
academic expectations or outside the classroom working
with the community, students are thriving. Establishing
and maintaining effective relationships creates a
student-centered, learning-conducive classroom where all
stakeholders (students, parents, teachers, administrators,
and community members) feel safe, respected, and valued.

Kayley Crawford       
Highlands Elementary
1st Grade     

Sparking Students’ Passion Through Innovation

Creating an environment where students want to learn
has been a goal of Ms. Crawford since she started teaching.
It was especially important to create a welcoming learning
environment this year as these first graders have never
experienced a “normal” year of school. The innovative
learning environment allows students to feel comfortable
with taking risks and sharing their answers. Using elements
from Whole Brain Teaching and student collaboration,
students are engaged in making their brains grow!

Triple E: Engage! Encourage! Empower!

Monica Drew   
Eden Park Elementary
1st Grade

Breaking Barriers by Building Brilliant Leaders

To break barriers to learning and build brilliant leaders,
Ms. Drew incorporates Leader In Me strategies to help
create confident leaders by increasing student engagement.
Every student has a leadership role, which allows for
building relationships among peers and expanding character
traits such as compassion, responsibility, and respect. The
confidence gained from these roles translates into student
success in academics and as part of a classroom community.

Phuong Gano & Antonio Masiello        
Shadowlawn Elementary
4th Grade

Leading with Goals, Grit, and Games!

Ms. Gano and Mr. Masiello are making sure their students
understand how to build collaboration and teamwork through
friendly competitions and games. They use collaborative
structures in order to simultaneously engage students and
build social skills. In the “Battle of the Classes” students
master content in their separate classrooms, then battle it out
to see which class can take home the win. The entire process
shows students that their individual achievement also
benefits the whole class.

Jaclynn Jasko   
Sea Gate Elementary
5th Grade       

SEL Infused Throughout the Day

= Golden Apple recipient
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Social Emotional Learning (SEL) is included throughout
the daily activities and lessons in Ms. Jasko’s classroom.

COLLABORATION, COMPETITION & CULTURE, continued
Incorporated in her morning message, instruction, and
posters throughout the room, SEL is helping support a
positive classroom community where all students feel safe
and respected. Whether it’s Make it Count Monday or Wise
Words Wednesday, students are surrounded by thoughtful
messaging. These strategies allow for less behavioral issues
and increase the overall academic success of all students.

Meghan Joyce
Barron Collier High
11th Grade AP/Honors U.S. History

Passion for History, Empathy for Student Success

In Ms. Joyce’s classroom, students are actively engaged
with history. In a positive and safe environment where
students feel respected and heard, they are motivated to
participate and grapple with the content. By connecting with
organizations such as the Naples Council on World Affairs
and the local Holocaust Museum, Ms. Joyce is expanding her
students’ understanding of themselves and the world around
them. The outcome is not only academic achievement, but a
love of history that will continue beyond school.

Jory Lawson    
Naples Park Elementary
Kindergarten   

Little Leaders Learning Through Love

Social emotional learning helps children excel inside
their classroom and throughout their lives. In Ms. Lawson’s
classroom, students are learning how to be proactive and
self-reliant by setting personal and academic goals. With
an emphasis on building peer relationships and learning
to be leaders, her students look for ways to help others.
The results are individual and collective success, both
inside and outside the classroom.

Mishelle Levine
Oakridge Middle
6th Grade Language Arts

Maximizing Engagement with Collaboration
& Choice

Ms. Levine’s goal is to maximize student engagement by
providing meaningful, relevant and appropriate choices
and collaborative opportunities. By developing innovative
lessons tied to the standards, but also including choice,
students are able to highlight their strengths, talents and
a wide variety of abilities. The more students have an
intentional stake in their learning, the greater the result!
The outcomes of this best practice are increased
independence and an excitement for learning.

Dyan E. Konicek
Immokalee Middle
7th Grade Civics

Student Engagement for the Win!

Authentic student engagement is paramount to their
success. Using educational games to find the crossroads
of what students WANT to do and what they NEED to do
has become invaluable in obtaining a high level of student
engagement. In Ms. Konicek’s classroom, resources such as
Nearpod, Classroom Performance System “clickers”, and a
teacher-created board game have improved student focus,
retention of content material, and motivation. They also add a
much-needed splash of fun while demonstrating mastery
of Civics benchmarks.

Tammi Magruder   
Lavern Gaynor Elementary
1st Grade

Synergizing Through Structures for the Win

By adapting the collaborative structures of the Leader
in Me framework, Ms. Magruder’s focus is on teaching the
whole child. Academic content and life skills go hand-inhand as her students learn how to work collaboratively
and reach their goals. By establishing their individual and
class learning goals, setting high expectations and working
together, these structures help students experience success
in the classroom and inspire them
to be life-long learners.

Nicole Paller    
Golden Gate Middle
6th Grade English Language Arts

Motivating the Middle

Ms. Paller uses a multi-tiered system of positive behavior
and academic support to engage and motivate students
to learn collaboratively and individually. Her classroom
system includes opportunities for daily, weekly, and monthly
positive behavior and academic recognition. The results of
this management system include increases in the students’
homework completion rate, attendance, overall participation,
and confidence.

Bridget Parliament      
Lorenzo Walker Technical College
Post-Secondary Adult Education

Culture = Behavior

Through the Project Explore’s Exceptional Student Education
program, Ms. Parliament’s students are contributing to the
positive culture on the campus of Moorings Park. In any
endeavor, focusing on culture helps foster overall morale, and
allows for growth in performance, engagement, and character
development. Students are involved in all aspects of various
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COLLABORATION, COMPETITION & CULTURE, continued
culture-building projects, from planning to executing.
The initiative allows for a relationship that benefits all
individuals on campus.

Mary Pierce   
Avalon Elementary
3rd Grade    

All Students Can Succeed!

By adapting a variety of research-based strategies to
increase academic and behavioral success, Ms. Pierce
has created a nurturing and safe environment for
focused learning. Celebrations of success are the norm
in this classroom, from collective chants to encourage
fellow students, to winning a daily trophy for meeting
high expectations. The results are motivated and
confident students invested in their own, as well as
their classmates’, success.

Sara Robinson
Parkside Elementary
2nd Grade

Star Mindset

Classroom management with the focus of building
relationships and a growth mindset is what you’ll see in
Ms. Robinson’s classroom. Helping students understand
that one can be a lifelong learner and learn from mistakes
no matter where one is along life’s journey is powerful.
Every student is engaged in the learning process through the
use of “name sticks” to encourage participation. Students
are learning to be respectful, honest, and supportive of one
another, leading to increased confidence and achievement.

Melissa D. Ruff
Vineyards Elementary
4th Grade       

We Fit Together: Differentiation with a Purpose

Ms. Ruff’s best practice focuses on common goals which
each student helps to achieve. Every child is a piece of
the puzzle that completes this class. By identifying each
student’s strengths and challenges, Ms. Ruff assigns
accountability partners to help guide and support each
other. Small group work with focused differentiation
provides a foundation for success. These structures have led
to academic improvement and greater student engagement.
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Andrea Strom  
Village Oaks Elementary
5th Grade Math      

The Power of Positivity

Creating a positive, family environment is the centerpiece of
Ms. Strom’s best practice. By daily cultivating encouragement
and support of and between her students, she is laying the
foundation for academic success. One important strategy is
the writing of inspirational notes to each student on testing
days. This small encouragement leads to big results that
include increased student motivation, classroom cohesion,
and academic achievement.

gina Travis       
Gulfview Middle
8th Grade English Language Arts

Collaborating and Connecting to Foster Learning

Ms. Travis’ adapted practice stems from an awareness that
middle school students often have a lack of engagement in
the learning process. They have a “fixed mindset” resulting in
an achievement gap. Ms. Travis bridges this gap by creating
a positive environment with clear routines and expectations.
Authentic connections are formed between students, and
between the teacher and students, which translates into more
meaningful connections all around and leads to increased
student achievement.

Michelle Watts
Mike Davis Elementary
2nd Grade      

Pursuit of Pride

Education is the path to future success. To achieve this,
Ms. Watts facilitates learning in a supportive environment
that leads each student to take pride in their everyday
accomplishments. Whether the daily content is learning
shapes, multiplication or new vocabulary, students in this
classroom know they are supported by their teacher and
peers, helping them overcome academic barriers. The end
result is increased mastery of the material.

Corbin Wyant  
Pine Ridge Middle
7th & 8th Grade Technology/Entrepreneurship

Relationships are the Key to Success!

Entrepreneurial classes can be intimidating for students,
but in Mr. Wyant’s class, building relationships is the recipe
for success. In small groups, students learn their strengths
and challenges, and work together to become a cohesive team.
When it comes time to present their projects, each student is
able to participate with confidence, showing the individual
and collective achievement of the group.
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Combining the use of various concepts across the STEAM spectrum, these teachers design and
implement learning opportunities that engage students to think critically and creatively.
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Angel Colon

Carole Burns

eCollier Academy
6th – 12th Grade Various Subjects

Veterans Memorial Elementary
Kindergarten

Redefining the Teacher Role in Virtual Instruction
Mr. Colon’s virtual classroom is designed as a dynamic
and challenging setting to address the academic needs
GEOGRAPHY
EDUstudents.
PLATFORMWhether
ONLINE
of his
it’s aLIBRARY
coding, digital
information
technology, or keyboarding class, each one invites students
to be active learners in a virtual environment. Through
original lessons, targeted tutorials and review sessions,
students are engaging with the material at their own pace,
submitting high quality work, and learning skills that are
foundational for citizens in a digital world.
EVALUATION

STUDY PLAN

ONLINE STUDENT

Cultivating Literacy Leaders Through the Arts

Using strategies from Connect for Success, Leader in
Me, Fostering Literacy Through the Arts, and the Kennedy
QUIZ
KNOWLEDGE
Art Center resources,
Ms. Burns has developed a socialemotional best practice of teaching children to see
themselves as a community of artists. Art, music and drama
are pathways to deepen learning and develop leaders. These
strategies help students improve reading skills, reduce stress,
and promote leadership. The arts as a foundation for learning
is helping these kindergarteners thrive.
LIBRARY

TEXTBOOK

Marissa Balasco

Anthony Howard

East Naples Middle
6th Grade Earth Space Science

Marco Island Academy
9th – 12th Grade Geometry/Algebra 2

In today’s society, students are surrounded by and immersed
in technology. Ms. Balasco is utilizing a variety of ways to
incorporate the technology the students are so familiar
with to keep them engaged and actively learning. Every
activity or lesson in her classroom has a component that
challenges students and incorporates the use of technology.
This has increased equitable learning opportunities for all
her students leading to high academic achievement.

Smart board technology has provided Mr. Howard with
a powerful tool to create interactive learning experiences
for his students. With the ability to move around the room,
see student comprehension unfold in real time and correct
misconceptions, student achievement has increased
tremendously. Using the smart board to create engaging
and unique ways to address the challenges math presents
has also strengthened the student-teacher relationship,
leading to academic success.

Integrate Technology in the Classroom

Anna Boyer
Herbert Cambridge Elementary
3rd Grade

Engaging EL’s Through Movement &
Hands-on Learning

Ms. Boyer is working to correct a misconception that
fluent English language learners (EL) comprehend all
academic content. By incorporating movement and visuals
to complement the academic content, all students benefit.
These strategies support comprehension, decoding,
and decrease anxiety in part by making abstract concepts
concrete and providing opportunities for students to
work together. The outcomes include a sense of belonging,
greater understanding of content, better recall and
increased engagement.

Integrating Technology into the Classroom

Martha A. Miller
Marco Island Charter Middle
6th – 8th Grade Band/Choir

Miller Utilizes Self-esteem to Inspire Creativity
Creativity and music are intertwined in Ms. Miller’s band
room each and every day. Music inspires creativity which
feeds success, leading to greater student confidence and
self-esteem. Using music as the platform to expand their
understanding of the world around them and their own
talents, Ms. Miller’s students are developing leadership
skills, building peer relationships, and setting the stage
for their futures.
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STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & Math), continued
Cara Morgan

Kelly Runyon

Estates Elementary
1st Grade

Big Cypress Elementary
5th Grade Math & Science

The Use of Music and Movement to
Inspire Learning

In Ms. Morgan’s classroom, music is an integral part
of teaching and learning. By incorporating music and
movement to guide students through the daily classroom
routines and academic content, they are able to retain
information more easily. This best practice produces
positive outcomes: improved behavior leads to increased
student engagement; and enhanced recall of information
leads to greater academic achievement.

Rachel Patch
Manatee Elementary
2nd Grade

S.T.E.A.M. in Action

With a focus on S.T.E.A.M., Ms. Patch is fostering
creativity and community connections in her classroom.
From researching and designing their own animal habitats,
to building a coral reef in the classroom fish tank from
recycled items, students are working collaboratively and
thinking critically. All these experiences lead to a deeper
understanding of science that will last beyond the classroom.

Up and Atom! Memory Movements in Science

In this classroom, Ms. Runyon is creating and practicing
movements and chants with her students to promote a
deeper understanding and mastery of the critical content.
The incorporation of movement, alongside memorization,
helps reinforce the lesson material. This physical engagement
has led to increased recall and confidence among students
which results in increased academic success.

Jamie Volk
Palmetto Elementary
K – 3rd Grade Modified Curriculum

Interactive Learning Through Motion
and Mindfulness

In Ms. Volk’s classroom, incorporating movement,
mindfulness and kinesthetic learning activities is the
key to student success. Strategies such as emotional
awareness, learning through song and dance, and sensory
lessons using shaving cream to draw, keeps students focused
and engaged. Encouraging students to interact with the
curriculum in these fun way helps them develop ownership
not only of their bodies and emotions, but also over their
learning, which prepares them for the future.

Meaghan Rubenstein
Palmetto Ridge High
AP/Honors Chemistry & Biology

Digital Formative Assessments

Ms. Rubenstein’s best practice is the use of digital formative
assessments to monitor and improve student learning.
Digital formative assessments keep students engaged while
having fun, which in turn holds them accountable for their
own learning. These assessments are used for the purposes
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DISTANCE LEARNING

STAFF TRAINING

THE ART OF COMMUNICATION

ATHLETICS

CHALKBOARD

EDUCATION APP

Communication is the key to success in life. These teachers’ best practices are equipping students
with a range of comprehension and communication skills that will continue to benefit them far into
the future.
QUESTIONS
AND ANSWERS

ONLINE COURSE

ONLINE TEST

Dr. Cynthia M. Gomez
Lely High, 9th – 12th Grade
Theatre/Journalism/English/AP Research

Life Beyond the Pages

For many students, it’s a struggle to understand the historical
or social context they encounter in the various texts they
read. In Dr. Gomez’s Freshman English class, she endeavors
to bring the texts “to life”. Whether it’s exploring primary
sources or participating in a Virtual Reality session, students
are gaining a deeper understanding and appreciation of
what they read. The end result is not only academic success,
but also the development of empathy.

Audra Moriarty
Tommie Barfield Elementary
PreK - 8th Grade Speech-Language Impaired

Story Narratives Produce Oral
Language Champions!

Ms. Moriarty’s students with language disorders struggle
with oral expression and comprehension, leading to academic
difficulty in reading and writing. Adapting a program called
“Story Champs” allows for the targeted teaching of language
skills through narrative stories. Using visual supports, story
modeling, and student retelling, this best practice is encouraging
students to stay engaged and is producing great results.

Tara Marie Panella
Poinciana Elementary
5th Grade

Motivating Students in a Family Environment

This best practice is motivation through goal-setting and
open communication. Ms. Panella models effective
communication for her students, setting the expectation for
respect, support and cooperation. The class decides on their
goal-setting strategies and how they will meet the defined
goals. Achievement of the goals is met with celebration. These
strategies are helping students to take risks, communicate
meaningfully, and meet challenges in a positive manner.

Suzette Reyes-Gonzalez
Corkscrew Middle
7th - 8th Grade English Language Arts

Strategic Toolbox & Multiculturalism in ELA

Ms. Reyes-Gonzalez is guiding and assisting students in
becoming BASILs (Be A Strategic Independent Learner)
by encouraging them to discover content, dig deeper,and
formulate their own thoughts around the material.
Additionally, the supplementary materials and tasks are
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purposefully selected to be multiculturally inclusive
and allow for opportunities to develop cultural awareness.
Whether practicing research skills, creating an exhibit
for the “Museum of Resilience”, or writing a paper,
students are demonstrating increased initiative and
problem-solving skills.

Heather Stallings
Calusa Park Elementary
3rd Grade Math, Reading/Writing

Project Participate: Fostering Active Learners

What does participation look and sound like? To address
this question, Ms. Stallings models clear expectations and
metacognitive goal making. She asks questions, waits for an
answer, then encourages conversation among the students.
This validates a correct answer or allows for an encouraging
exchange of ideas to help revise an incorrect answer. Through
this process, students feel safe and successful, leading to a
classroom of thriving students ready for the journey ahead.

Diane Thames
North Naples Middle
8th Grade Language Arts

Searching for Evidence/Discovering Voice
in Writing

This best practice was developed and refined by Ms.
Thames over many years of teaching middle school language
arts, seeing students struggle with their research topics
and how evidence would support their ideas and thinking.
She developed a framework for students to investigate the
text, gather appropriate evidence to support their ideas,
and craft their essays. Through this process, students are
learning how to write effectively, which translates into
academic achievement.

Ashley Adams Wippel
Immokalee High
9th Grade Language Arts

Harkness Discussion

In Ms. Wippel’s classroom, the Harkness Discussion format
has led to increased engagement and achievement for her
students. This strategy begins with a reading selection and
through a defined and “tracked” conversation, students share
their insights, ask questions, and support their opinions of
the selection. Students are empowered to be leaders within
the discussion. The results are a deeper understanding of the
material, increased positive behavior and a willingness to
take educational risks.
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HANDS-ON, IMMERSIVE LEARNING
Whether it’s creating diverse room transformations, working with community partners, or using
the five senses to increase student engagement, these teachers are focused on helping students
connect their learning to life outside the classroom.
KNOWLEDGE
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Robert Boyle

Briana Chieco

Immokalee Technical College
Heavy Equipment Service Technician; Adult Career and
Technical Education

Golden Terrace Elementary
5th Grade

Scaffolding Theory into Practical Application

Mr. Boyle
provides his students with the knowledge and
TEXTBOOK
tools to enter the workforce as highly skilled Heavy
Equipment Service Technicians. The format begins with
reading the information, as theory generates questions for
discussion. The classroom discussion provides answers and
allows for a deeper dive into the material. Finally, students
put theory into action through hands-on practice in the
lab. Following this progression ensures the obtainment of
knowledge and success in the field for these adult learners.

ARY

Amanda Bray
Lake Trafford Elementary
4th Grade Science & Math

Engaging Students in Immersive &
Interactive Lessons

Inquiry-based learning is a student-centered approach
that emphasizes students’ questions, ideas and observations.
Using this strategy, Ms. Chieco’s students are encouraged
to discuss ideas with their peers while they grapple with
their lab investigations. She actively encourages students
to share their thoughts and to respectfully challenge, test
and redefine ideas. With inquiry-based learning, the teacher
and students share responsibility for learning the content
and celebrating achievement.

Maggie Cosgrove
Pinecrest Elementary
4th Grade

Developing the Whole Child; Empowerment,
Engagement, Leadership

Ms. Bray is bringing “the outside in” to transform her
classroom on a regular basis. In this immersive strategy,
she might turn her classroom into a NASA moon exploration
or a cave for mining minerals. Student engagement and
recall has increased significantly, as students are always
waiting eagerly for the next adventure. The results are
students who want to go to school, investigate the content,
and show what they learn.

Ms. Cosgroves’ best practice was inspired by studies
in Early Childhood Development and Learning. In this
active environment, students are moving, conversing and
celebrating as they tackle their learning goals. Using a
combination of Leader in Me, Whole Brain Teaching, and
social emotional learning opportunities, she develops the
whole child by giving students opportunities to lead and
engage with curriculum and each other. This empowers
students to be confident in who they are.

Gabrielle Case

Wendy Frields

Golden Gate Elementary
1st Grade

Sabal Palm Elementary
1st Grade

Inspires Learners Utilizing
Engagement Strategies

Through the use of various engagement strategies,
Ms. Case is helping her students stay on task and develop
a love for learning. Her methods include kinesthetic
strategies that incorporate hand motions, collaborative
discussions, and individual reading time on the carpet.
Students of different learning styles are engaging with
the content, learning with and from their peers, and
increasing their enjoyment of learning.

8
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Supportive, Personalized and Relevant Learning

In this classroom, Ms. Frields’ strives to create a supportive,
personalized, and relevant learning environment where
every student feels valued, included, and empowered.
Fostering strong relationships helps in determining
students’ learning needs, skills, and interests. This helps
Ms. Frields customize instruction so the students’ work
reflects their strengths. These strategies lead to high
student engagement and achievement.

HANDS-ON, IMMERSIVE LEARNING, continued
Hillary Hinkel

Jill Mueller

Lely Elementary
Kindergarten

Pelican Marsh Elementary
4th & 5th Grade Math & English Language Arts

In Ms. Hinkel’s classroom, she creates an environment
in which her students are using their five senses to explore
content and build new skills. Students are excited about
learning because they are building a connection with
the material through hands-on experiences. By working
together as they investigate new information, they are
learning ways to build, explore and communicate to solve
problems, both academic and social.

Ms. Mueller’s adapted best practice is a combination
of student-centered engagement strategies that provide
support, build confidence, and improve student achievement.
While completely transforming the classroom into a
“glow room”, she motivates and engages students while
helping them process new content. Student recall of skills
and strategies is enhanced by the unique setting.
The opportunity to differentiate lessons within this
framework allows her to hold students accountable
with rigorous, but fun, grade level instruction.

Kindergartners are Hooked on Hands-on Learning

Stephanie Kutz & Lauren York
Lake Park Elementary
2nd Grade

Making Interactive Learning Come Alive
Through Collaboration

When students step into Ms. Kutz and Ms. York’s classroom,
they know they will be learning something exciting. By
providing hands-on interactions through cross-curricular
engagement with an emphasis on collaboration, these
teachers make sure each day is an engaging learning
experience. With data driven instruction, they create
room transformations that incorporate Math, Science
and Social Studies standards, ensuring students learn
the material and have a great time doing so.

It’s Glow Time!

Rayna Marie Overmyer
Laurel Oak Elementary
5th Grade

Bringing Learning to Life

Every day is an adventure in Ms. Overmyer’s classroom.
In order for students to master concepts, she makes sure
they are having fun, feeling safe, and are ready to take
learning risks. Whether it’s participation in a virtual field
trip, investigating new material in a themed science lab,
or enjoying a creative room transformation, students are
discovering the joy in learning. These strategies lead
to increased confidence and life-long learning.

Shanna Moss

Jessica Stricker

Manatee Middle
6th Grade Earth & Space Science

Corkscrew Elementary
3rd Grade

This inquiry-based approach to teaching increases
engagement, confidence, and promotes a lifelong interest
in problem solving. Ms. Moss’ best practice begins with
a question or problem for which students build their
own experiment to answer. With opportunities to
investigate and think critically, students reflect on their
experiences to help them comprehend questions relating
to the content. The result is an increased understanding
of, and confidence in, the scientific process.

Ms. Stricker uses a variety of engagement strategies in
her classroom, from exciting room transformations to
collaborative groups and student-selected leadership
roles. These strategies are used to deliver relevant and
real-world learning experiences. Every lesson allows
for students to learn necessary content to a way that will
leave a lasting impact in their education, inside and outside
of the classroom.

Growing Lifelong Scientists

Transforming our Classroom’s Future Leaders

= Golden Apple recipient
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Setting the expectation and learning how to work toward achieving it is central to these
best practices, laying a solid foundation for necessary life skills.
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Julie French Callinan
Phoenix Alternative School
10th & 11th Grade Geometry

High Expectations in an Alternative Setting

To meet the diverse needs of the students at the Phoenix
Alternative School, Ms. Callinan developed and
implemented a direct instruction math program to replace
the online curriculum platform. This direct instruction
program engages students via dynamic instruction to help
them achieve high performance outcomes. The results
are less disciplinary issues, increased engagement and
students who are equipped to return to their home schools.

Jasmine Marshall
Collier Charter Academy
6th & 7th Grade Math/Algebra

Small Group in Secondary Math

Ms. Marshall’s best practice is inspired by using student
data to best address learning needs. Using targeted small
group instruction, she fine tunes her strategies based on
student learning preferences and benchmark testing data.
Each day, students can select to engage with the material in
a kinesthetic, visual or auditory format. By daily addressing
her students’ academic needs and preferred learning styles,
Ms. Marshall is helping her students track their academic
growth and increase their achievement.

Elizabeth Nixon
Lorenzo Walker Technical High
9th & 10th Grade Geometry

Self-Paced + Mastery Based =
Empowered Learning

Through the desire to create an equitable and accessible
learning environment for all, Ms. Nixon has adapted a
learning structure from The Modern Classrooms Project.
This model of learning has three pillars: blended learning
through instructional videos, self-paced learning driven by
students, and mastery-based grading. Implementing this
model has empowered her students and is equipping them
with vital skills for present and future success.

Melissa Owen
Everglades City School
Kindergarten – 12th Grade Media Specialist

When I say reading - YOU say COUNTS!

Ms. Owen has adapted the practice of inspiring students to
recognize themselves as developing readers. By tracking the
number of words learned and books read on a regular basis,
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students are motivated to achieve their personal, class,
and school wide goals each year and be part of the “Reading
Team”. This translates to both personal and academic
growth and regardless of where they start their reading
journey, all students are excited to read and achieve.

Lauren K. Pardee
Gulf Coast High
9th – 12th Grade Orchestra/Chorus/Guitar

Creating a Culture of Success

When students achieve success, the feeling of
accomplishment and sense of pride becomes addictive;
they will strive to repeat that triumph, allowing the teacher
to move the bar of expectations from where it once was,
to far beyond what was ever thought possible. Through:
(1) daily, fast-paced and engaging lessons, (2) building
relationships with her students/families, and (3) holding
them accountable, Ms. Pardee has built a culture of
successful achievement within her music program.

Kristy Phelps
Naples High
9th Grade English & Reading

Strategic Grouping for Student Growth

Strategic grouping is just one of the best practices
implemented in the learning communities Ms. Phelps
manages. Synthesizing various data points around
students’ academic aptitudes and social-emotional needs
helps her create dynamic and highly effective groupings
for rigorous, grade level instruction. Using this approach,
Ms. Phelps formed three smaller learning communities
within her classroom which allows students to work
in peer groups and helps maintain sustained critical
engagement for her scholars.

Leslie Thomas
Cypress Palm Middle
8th Grade Algebra 1A/1B

Everything Old is New Again, but Better!!

Combining a traditional spiral notebook with digital
OneNote provides students a way to be organized,
engaged and motivated to improve in Algebra. The spiral
becomes a portfolio for students to monitor their growth
and the process of writing engages multiple senses to
increase retention. OneNote technology ties in with Ms.
Thomas’ mantra of “If I’m writing, you’re writing.” This low
tech/high tech combination provides daily engagement of
multiple senses and student achievement has soared!

Did You Know?
The Support Education license plate has a
fresh look! The new design focuses on Florida’s
bright education system with a look that can
only be found in the Sunshine State. Every time
someone purchases a “Support Education” plate
in Collier County it supports classroom grants
to local teachers.
To view and fund Classroom Grants visit
ChampionsForLearning.org/CWACGrants.

Classroom Grant Portal
The Classroom Grant/Find It, Fund It online portal is the avenue through which teachers can request
classroom grants. This portal allows the community to support the engaging and innovative learning experiences
teachers have created for their students.
Champions For Learning funds these great ideas through the proceeds from the specialty Florida Support
Educational License Plate, along with contributions from clubs, organizations, businesses, and individuals in the
community who view and fund grants for which they have an interest. One hundred percent of these contributions
go directly into the classroom for teachers to use with their students immediately.
Enjoy this collage of innovative Classroom Grants across Collier County!

Corkscrew Elementary School students celebrate their teachers’ Classroom Grants

Redwood Carpentry at Immokalee High

Picturing Writing; Fostering Literacy Through
Art at Veterans Memorial Elementary

Grant delivery to North Naples Middle

Frogs, Frogs, Frogs at Immokalee Middle

Classics & Mythology Meet Popular
Culture at Lely High
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A warm thank you to these
individuals and organizations
for their support.

Fifth Third Bank
Mary Ingram
Ginny & Doug Mills
Naples Daily News
Schoen Foundation
Suncoast Credit Union

3606 Enterprise Avenue, Suite 150
Naples, FL 34104

(239) 643-4755 phone
(239) 643-4799 fax
Champions For Learning has been
awarded Charity Navigator's highest
4-star rating for four consecutive years.

To learn more about the Golden Apple program and how to support teachers visit ChampionsForLearning.org

