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Dear Friends of Champions For Learning,
This has been an unbelievable year! Despite the challenges that Irma presented, our
students and teachers all stayed on track through the support of our community.
This says more than words can convey. Outlined on the opposite page are key
outcomes from our student and educator programs. In every case, the number
of people who benefit from our programs has grown substantially. And, this only
happens through the generosity of our volunteers and donors who understand
they have the ability to actually change lives.
To celebrate our upcoming 30th anniversary, we have refined our mission and vision.
Our purpose and goals remain the same, but we have simplified and streamlined
how we are defined. We hope you like our new definition!
We have also highlighted the views of many of our supporters. We invite you to
read their stories and testimonials and think of how you may want to get involved
to help our students and teachers. As always, we need more volunteers and donors
and we have many areas for your involvement and attention.
On behalf of Champions For Learning, we want to thank our board members,
advisory council and the community-at-large for your continued support. Your
thoughtful support will help build our sustainability for the future of our students
and the community. Together, we are creating a community that is 100% engaged
in student success.
Sincerely yours,
LYNN DAVIDSON, Chair
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A gift to Champions For Learning is an investment
in the future—the future of a young person, the
future of a family, the future of our community.
It’s also an ideal way for me to do something I’m
passionate about. With its exceptional organization,
vision and mission, Champions For Learning allows
me to create opportunities and open doors for
future generations. Through planned giving of
multi-year donations, an endowment or an estate
gift, I can insure that Champions For Learning
can continue its important work for teachers and
students for years to come. That’s a legacy I am
proud to leave.
– BEVERLY FEAGIN,
Vice Chair Development

2017-18 OUTCOMES

32K

students impacted

825

educators engaged

COMMUNITY

800+

community members
contributed 10,700 hours
as volunteers

60+

organizations collaborating in
Future Ready Collier network
The opportunity to influence a young person’s
life for the better and to ensure an innovative
teacher has the tools necessary to spark the curiosity
of students, is where volunteers will make a
difference for our community. Getting involved
through Champions For Learning is your chance
to have this kind of lasting impact and meaningful
experience that, in turn, changes your life.
– CHUCK CARLSEN,
Vice Chair Community Outreach

With nearly $3 million invested in learning
annually, Champions For Learning’s fiscal
responsibility and commitment to ensuring that
the investments from the community go directly to
changing the lives of students is evident in their
four-star rating from Charity Navigator, as well as the
measurable results of their programs.
– KENNETH P. THOMAS,
Treasurer

STUDENT PROGRAMS

12K+

students served through
programs and outreach

60%

of seniors were first
generation college students

84

students in Class of 2018
accomplished:

•

$417K in Florida Prepaid
scholarships earned

•

$2.9M in scholarship offers

•

248 college acceptances

EDUCATOR PROGRAMS
Classroom

GRANTS
•

CHAMPIONS

CHANGE LIVES

135 classroom grants
were funded totaling $71K

•

Allocated to 92 teachers
across 44 schools
Visit ChampionsForLearning.org to
see all 2017-18 program outcomes.

GENERATING

HOPE

CHANGING

LIVES
CREATING

FUTURES

We believe that educating our children is a community responsibility.

By supporting teachers to ensure the highest impact learning experiences in our classrooms and directly
equipping students for their future and career goals, Champions For Learning serves a unique role in bringing
the community together to support a culture of learning that changes lives.
Champions For Learning’s ﬁrst 30 years is a testament to the difference we can make together. As we look
to the future, we remain focused on our students, as they represent the future of our community. Hear from
supporters who share our vision…

VISION

MISSION

A community that is 100%
engaged in support of
student success.

To create life-changing
learning experiences for
every student.

Champions For Learning listens to and understands our community’s needs
and works to develop successful programs and initiatives to achieve meaningful
results. I have had firsthand experience in witnessing the diﬀerence their work
makes for students, families, teachers…and the whole community! They are a
wonderful example of all that is right in a non-profit organization and they serve
as a terrific leader and collaborator for our community.
– MARY BETH GEIER,
Board member and Florida Director for the Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

Successful students are the key to maintaining a successful community.
Every one of us, teachers and non-teachers alike, have a role to play in that
success. Everyone has something of value to share with students; whether it
means donating time and talents or supporting classrooms through grants
and donations. My students are most committed to achieving excellence
when I can show them their community believes their learning is important.
– MARIA T. HILL,
2018 Golden Apple recipient

Lots of factors inﬂuence whether we are building an even better future for our
beloved community. But, the most important thing always is doing everything
we know how to make certain every child is learning, growing in knowledge,
skills, confidence and the ability to think outside the box and work with others.
– BEVERLEY AND ALAN HORTON,
2012-13 Heart of the Apple recipients

My passion has always been for education and supporting my
community. I strive to help others and feel that I can make a difference.
Mentoring is truly moving and powerful and has made an impact in
my life. Champions For Learning has created opportunities for me to
experience the joy of helping others and make lifelong memories.
– DENISE MURPHY,
Mentor and volunteer

Because of Champions For Learning, I was able to accomplish my dream of
becoming an educator. My sole purpose is to give back to the community and help
children become successful the way Champions For Learning helped me. Today’s
students are our future and they need to know that they have the support of the
community. Helping children see they are important and that they will contribute
to this world is essential and Champions For Learning helps them see that.
– EUNICE PAUL,
Program graduate and Golden Gate MS teacher

Why I Give

THE RETURN ON INVESTMENT OF BEING A CHAMPION

When you invest in Champions For Learning, supports are put into place that protect that investment and ensure success for our students.
Learn from our supporters as they share the many ways they change lives by investing in local students and teachers.

We have witnessed Champions For Learning’s impact on
our community from several perspectives.
As parents, our three children benefited from Collier
County Public Schools and have fond memories of
teachers who acted as mentors.
As a CCPS teacher, Laura has been able to implement
classroom projects thanks to grants from Champions
For Learning. Witnessing her hard work firsthand and
meeting many outstanding teachers through my
involvement with Champions For Learning, I have seen
how teachers devote their careers to helping students.
As a member of our business community, I have met
many students who have been granted educational and
scholarship opportunities and now contribute as future
leaders of the community.

Pictured: Laura and Bill Burke

We are fortunate to live in a great community with strong
schools, and we recognize that Champions For Learning
plays a vital role in keeping our community engaged in
support of student success.
– BILL BURKE

In retirement, we are very fortunate to have time to
donate to causes we ﬁnd meaningful. We volunteer for
Champions For Learning because our local students,
teachers and administrators need and deserve help
from those who have the ability to give time or dollars.
However, we are also beneﬁciaries because of the warm
feelings we get from helping young people achieve
their goals and dreams, knowing they will become the
next generation of leaders in our community.
– SHARON AND RICK HORNER

Our lives are measured by the positive difference
we make in someone else’s life. Mentoring is a
meaningful way to make a signiﬁcant difference in
the life of a young person by helping them reach
their full potential and secure ﬁnancial support for
their education. Education is the key to opening
new doors that can change future generations.
We all need to invest in our community.
– SALLY AND BILL HALL

Subsequent to retiring from my career as a ﬁnancial executive
19 years ago, I have spent many hours in a variety of volunteer
activities, but nothing else I have done has come close to the
gratiﬁcation I get from being a mentor in the Take Stock in Children
program at Champions For Learning (CFL).
Part of that is attributable to the wonderful young man
I have been paired with. He is from a strong, supportive
family that wants the very best for him. I hope I can help
make that happen for him.
As an avid supporter of CFL and member of its
Finance Committee, I note that there are a number
of ROIs that can be calculated or otherwise measured
relative to the costs and benefits of the TSIC program.
The overwhelmingly most important one, is what
the student can gain from the mentoring and other
aspects of the program. Also, there is the benefit to
the community through the development of skilled
and responsible graduates of the program, who make
significant contributions...they are givers, not takers.
Lastly, the reward to the mentors and other volunteers
who are very dedicated and devote many hours
and emotional capital to support their students,
face to face, “in the trenches” of student life.
I count myself as one of the truly lucky people in that
group, and my personal ROI is very high...and getting
higher with the more I do. – WILLIAM JANOVITZ

Pictured: Rosemarie and William Janovitz

Shaping The Future
Champions For Learning strives to support students and families by helping
students gain the skills and experiences necessary to be prepared for their
future. By connecting them to our community, we have an alumni network
that is eager to make a diﬀerence in Southwest Florida.
When I was a student at Champions For Learning, our
community invested in me. Now, I am excited to engage
alumni who have graduated from Champions For Learning
to come back and give their time as a volunteer or mentor.
Seeing the same spark this program gave them in the eyes
of another student is a glorious feeling. It is imperative that
as alumni, we never take for granted the time and eﬀort that
was spent preparing us for what lies beyond graduation.

Pictured: Karen and Michael Jean-Baptiste

How you spend the time you are given will define you. I urge
everyone who has ever been gifted the time of someone
who has helped prepare you for success, to please pay that
investment forward and reinvest your time and treasure into
the next generation of leaders. I want to personally thank
every donor and mentor for your investment in Champions
For Learning students. The students who graduate from
these programs are prepared to take on everything that
stands before them.
– MICHAEL JEAN-BAPTISTE,
Champions For Learning graduate and board member

Special thanks to RGB Internet Systems, Inc. and
Champions For Learning graduate Christine Fuller
for donating the graphic design for this piece.
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Champions For Learning gave me the
opportunity in many ways to become
the designer I am today. As a Take
Stock in Children scholar, my mentor,
Jennifer, supported me to pursue my
dreams of a career in an artistic ﬁeld. I
am grateful to her, the dedicated CFL
staff and our community for investing
in a better future for the child that I
was and the children who will follow.
– CHRISTINE FULLER, Program graduate

