
Denise Murphy 

2020-2021 Glass Slipper Recipient  

 

For Denise Murphy being a Glass Slipper recipient is more than just a recognition of her work, 
it is an opportunity to continue to change lives, cultivate live, and invest 
in future generations.   

Her commitment to Champions For Learning started as a donor on 
behalf of Stock Development. This gave her the opportunity to attend 
various Golden Apple events where she quickly realized she wanted to 
experience more of what the organization did or had to offer. Denise 
became involved in the Golden Apple committee and then continued 
with student programs helping at FAFSA completion workshops, 
resume workshops and then joining the Board of Directors and 
becoming the chair of Night of Champions 
which is now Celebration of Champions.  

In 2015, Murphy decided to make her biggest investment at 
Champions For Learning, by becoming a mentor. “Being a mentor is 
empowering, said Murphy, I was able to instill hope and confidence 
in my mentee (Varsha) and just like I helped Varsha see things in 
herself she helped me in my personal growth.”  

Murphy and her mentee have an unbreakable bond that has gone far 
beyond the four-year commitment. Varsha is now completing her 
degree at Valencia College. “Varsha is part of the family, I get to visit 
her at college now and we know we will be in each other’s lives 
forever.”  

For Denise, the return on investment came with a true personal connection with her mentee 
that motivated her to continue mentoring. Her current student, Jemima, is a sophomore at 
Lely High School.  

“My own kids are supportive of me mentoring and have learned some valuable lessons. They 
appreciate that I am able to give back to my community,” said Murphy.  

Volunteering as a mentor and board member has allowed Denise to invest in the future of her 
community. 

“Champions For Learning not only creates life-changing learning experiences for students, 
but also for the community as a whole, and that is why I am so proud to be a Glass Slipper 
recipient,” said Murphy. 

 
 


