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September 4, 2018

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) & Student(s) —

Champions For Learning is looking for deserving students with good grades, good attendance, good behavior who desire to make a
difference and pursue postsecondary education. Take Stock in Children (TSIC) is a unique, comprehensive college and career program.
The program offers students a caring volunteer mentor, a professional College Success Coach, College Readiness support, and upon
successful completion and participation in the TSIC program students earn a two-year state college scholarship.

Champions For Learning serves as the lead agency in the Collier County area for the TSIC program. Before a student can be selected
for the program, Champions For Learning needs to purchase the scholarship, secure a volunteer mentor and organize a supportive
program for the student and parent(s)/guardian(s). Today, the cost of the two-year state college scholarship is $8000. Generous
individuals in our community that want to help local students achieve their postsecondary and career goals donate $4000 that is
matched by $4000 from the Florida Legislature through the Florida Prepaid Foundation. Volunteer mentors are also recruited,
complete and pass a full background check, and trained to provide support, guidance, and encouragement for the student
throughout middle school, high school and beyond. The College Readiness program includes one on one meetings with a College
Success Coach, Career Exploration and College Readiness Workshops, participation in the on-site Champions For Learning Prep Lab,
and many other opportunities.

Students selected for the Take Stock program commit to:

Stay drug and crime free

Maintain at least a 2.5 unweighted cumulative GPA and a ‘C’ or above in all courses

Attend school regularly (No more than 4 absences per quarter)

Exhibit good behavior in and out of school

Volunteer and become involved in the community

Meet weekly with their mentor on school grounds

Complete program curriculum and yearly benchmarks

Participate in all program activities, meetings, and events

Respond to communication from mentor and/or Champions For Learning staff within 24 hours
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The program eligibility criteria, participation deadlines, and application are enclosed in this packet. Take Stock in Children is a model
that Champions For Learning is very proud of for its record of student accomplishment. With a vision of a community that is 100%
engaged in support of student success, Champions For Learning serves a unique role in bringing the community together to create
life-changing learning experiences for every student through opportunities such as this. To learn more about the resources we
provide, please visit ChampionsForLearning.org.

Sincerely,
Ashley Bowers

Director of Student Programs
Champions For Learning

The Education Foundation of Collier County
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Become a Take Stock in Children Scholar
Deadline is November 12, 2018
Criteria for Application
To be eligible to apply for the Take Stock in Children program, students must meet the below listed criteria:

1 Earning a minimum of a 2.5 GPA 1 Have a Social Security number
1 Have good attendance and behavior 1 Meet the below income eligibility guidelines
1 BeaU.S. Citizen or Permanent Resident Alien provided by the USDA

INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES
Effective from July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019

HOUSEHOLD SIZE ANNUALLY MONTHLY TWICE PER EVERY TWO WEEKLY
MONTH WEEKS
1 22,459 1,872 936 864 432
2 30451 2,538 1,269 1,172 586
3 38,443 3,204 1,602 1,479 740
4 46,435 3,870 1,935 1,786 893
5 54,427 4,536 2,268 2,094 1,047
6 62,419 5,202 2,601 2,401 1,201
7 70411 5,868 2,934 2,709 1,355
8 78,403 6,534 3,267 3,016 1,508
For each 7,992 666 333 308 154
additional family
member, add

Reminder: Total income before taxes, social security, health benefits, union dues, or other deductions must be reported.

How to Apply

Complete the written application and submit all documents to your school’s guidance office is the first step to be selected for the Take Stock in
Children program. Once submitted, all applications will be reviewed by Champions For Learning staff for completion and assessed by an
independent, community-based selection committee to determine a group of semifinalists. Semifinalists will complete an interview and final
student selection will be determined by the committee.

Instructions — Application Check List: Incomplete and/or late applications and documents will not be considered.
Complete the application in blue/black ink (NO PENCIL, it is recommended to type answers on a separate sheet). Do NOT submit application in
folder, binder, portfolio, etc. Please ONLY paper clip, staple, or binder clip the application and document packet.
1. Complete all sections of the written application
_____Section A: Student Identification Information
_____Section B: Household Information
____Section C: Employment Information
_____Section D: Financial Information
Section E: Student Information
Section F: Parent/Guardian Statement
Section G: Student Short Answers
Section H: Authorization For Information Release Form
2. Include all documents
Copy of parent(s)/guardians(s) 2017 Tax Return with student listed as dependent
Copy of parent(s)/guardians(s) last two months paystubs or other proof of income
Copy of student’s U.S. birth certificate, U.S. passport, certificate of naturalization, or permanent
resident card
_____ Copy of student’s Social Security Card
3. Return application and documents packet to the student’s school counselor office by Monday, November 12, 2018

Important Dates

November 12, 2018 - Application and documents deadline

January 25, 2019 - Semifinalists letters mailed to students

Week of February 18, 2019 - Parent(s)/Guardian(s) & Student(s) Interviews

February 28, 2019 - Final Take Stock in Children selection letters mailed to students

March - Events: Contract Signing, Mentor Meet n” Greet Workshop, and Induction Ceremony
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Become a Take Stock in Children Scholar
Deadline is Monday, November 12, 2018

Take Stock in Children scholarship recipients receive:

1 A Scholarship

A Florida Prepaid College Scholarship, which can be used at any State public university, college, or vocational/technical
school in Florida.

1 A Mentor

A volunteer mentor who will meet with each student at school, with cooperation from the school and parent(s), to
assist and encourage students to achieve and reach their full potential.

1 ACollege Success Coach

Local Take Stock in Children staff will help design a college success plan and guide each student through middle and

high school transition and into to College.

Date application is due back to school’s guidance office: Monday, November 12,2018

Please call Ashley Bowers at 239-643-4755 if you have any questions about this application.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

SECTION A: Student Identification Information

Student ID # Date:

School

Student Name Social Security #

Grade Date of Birth c Male ¢ Female

Address Apt. #
(Street)

City State Zip Code

¢ Check if Mailing Address is same as home address listed above. If not, enter Mailing Address below:

Mailing Address Apt. #
(Street)

City State Zip Code

Student Phone: Parent Phone #:

Student E-mail: Parent E-mail:

Student Race: ¢ American Indian/Native American ¢ Asian ¢ Black/African-American
¢ Caucasian ¢ Pacific Islander/Hawaiian ¢ Multiracial

¢ Other Student Ethnicity: ¢ Is Hispanic

Is student a U.S.Citizen? ¢ Yes ¢ No

Does student have a Florida Prepaid Plan? ¢ Yes ¢ No
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SECTION B: Household Information

Parent/Guardian (1) Social Security #
(Last, First, Ml)

Date of Birth Last Grade Completed in School

Parent/Guardian (2) Social Security #

(Last, First, Ml)

Date of Birth Last Grade Completed in School

Applicant lives with:c  Mother ¢ Stepmother ¢ Grandmother ¢ Guardian

¢ Father c¢ Stepfather c¢ Grandfather ¢ Ward of Court ¢ Other

Number of brothers Number of sisters

Please list all persons living in the home other than student/applicant:
Highest Level

Of Education
Name Age Relationship Completed
Independent siblings living outside the home:
Brother/Sister  Currently Last
Name Age (checkone) Attending Grade
School Completed
c Yesc No
c Yesc No

c Yesc No

c Yesc No

c Yesc No
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SECTION C: Employment Information

Parent/Guardian’sCurrent Employer

Name of Parent/Guardian (1):

Employer:

Occupation:

Address of Employer:

Number of years with Current Employer:

Parent/Guardian’s Current Employer

Name of Parent/Guardian (2):

(street, city, zip)

Gross Monthly Salary

(before taxes and deductions)

Employer:

Occupation:

Address of Employer:

Number of years with Current Employer:

SECTION D: Financial Information

What is your household income? $

(street, city, zip)

Gross Monthly Salary

(before taxes and deduction)

Are you eligible to receive any social service? (Food stamps, Medicaid, etc.) ¢ Yes ¢ No

Please check the services you currently receive: ¢ Welfare ¢ Food Stamps ¢ Medicaid

Are you currently receiving assistance from your local workforce Development office? ¢ Yes ¢ No

Do you receive income from any other source for this student/applicant? (Social Security, child support, etc.?)

c Yesc No

If Yes, please list type of support and amount per month:

Do you or the student/applicant have a savings account? ¢ Yes ¢

Approximate balance: $

Do you own your own home? ¢ Yes

If yes, what is amount of your monthly payment? $

If yes, how much did your house cost? $

No
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Doyourent? ¢ Yes ¢ No

If yes, what is amount of your monthly payment? $

How long at current address?

Please attach copy of 2017 tax return with student listed as dependent Form 1040 (or other proof of income eligibility if taxes
were not filed) and a copy of pay stubs for the most recent month worked.

SECTION E: Student Information (To be completed by student) -
If needed, please use a separate sheet of paper to answer the following questions.

List activities, interests, strengths, hobbies or awards you have received (church, school, community, work
experience, etc.)

Student Statement

Please tell us about your goals, aspirations and hopes for your future

The Education Foundation of Collier County
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SECTION F: Parent/Guardian Statement (To be completed by parent(s)/guardian(s))
If needed, please use a separate sheet of paper to answer the following questions.

APART from financial considerations, how could this program benefit your child? Please include your goals, aspirations and
hopes for your child’s future.

Please list all special family situations that might be relevant to school success (serious illness in the family, loss of employment,
HRSinvolvement, homelessness, etc.).
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Factors are used to determine your eligibility, please check all that apply:
1 Student attends low-performing school

Single parent

Incarcerated parent

Deceased parent

Absent parent (no contact or support)

Poor relations between biological parents

DCF involvement

Extended family in home

Extended family raising student

Student applicant is teen parent

Parent was teen parent

Family has received TANF benefits within last year
First generation college student

1
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